
 

1 
 

TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

 

Purpose of Slide:  Introduce ITSM 
Foundations – Module 1 and generate 
enthusiasm for course. 

Main Thing:  We are here primarily because 
of obedience to God’s calling. You have come 
to learn how to develop a prayer movement, 
raise funds to send out missionaries, and 
generate new cross-cultural missionaries from 
your own churches.  

Trainer’s Notes: 

Ø Briefly introduce yourself and your background.   

Ø Give personal testimony as to the impact of prayer in your ministry experience. 

Ø This introductory title has key action words for the course: 

§ Connect - The first act of an effective church – without being purposefully 
connected in a vital way to God’s passion there is minimal result! 

§ Empower – The challenge of this course.  We must not only envision and 
connect the local church, but we must, in some measure, empower it to do 
the work of God. 

§ Engage – This moves beyond merely connecting and empowering – it 
takes the church a step further – to actually engage with the lost peoples of 
the world in a practical way. 

§ Reap – the goal of our work – to see a worldwide harvest reaped for the 
Kingdom of God.  

§ Thus, we connect with God’s passion, become empowered so we can 
engage the lost and reap them for the Kingdom of God.    

Ø Remember – it’s YOU who God will use to complete the Great Commission.  Are 
you willing to be used by God? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

 

Purpose of Slide:  Present the objectives for 
Module 1. 

Main Thing:  God is a God of Mission and His 
passion is to see His mission finished. We 
need to be people of passion and committed to 
partner with God in finishing the Great 
Commission. 

Trainer’s Notes: 

Ø Objectives for Module 1: 

1. Align our vision and methods with God's purpose, vision, strategy, and 
methods. 

2. Understand common missions-related terms and definitions – these key words 
will be used consistently throughout this course. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

 

Purpose of Slide:  To bring to the forefront 
of participants thinking that God’s purpose is 
to bring worshippers from all UPGs. 
Emphasize: this is a Biblical priority! 

Main Thing:  This is a call from God – that 
our purpose and actions become that of the 
Lord’s: to finish his mission. This is the flow 
and purpose of this course and it can be 
summed up in a single word – FINISH.  We are not merely committed to the work of 
evangelism, rather we are committed to see the Great Commission completed, fulfilled, 
and finished.  That is our end-goal as we labor in the Lord’s harvest field. 

Trainer’s Notes: 
Ø We will be emphasizing four “power words” – Purpose, Vision, Strategy, and 

Method.   The point is that these four “power words” represent the reasons (from 
God’s point of view) of why we have gathered together.  
 

Ø Begin everything with God’s end 
goal in view.  This verse is God’s end 
view. 
“...Your blood has ransomed people 
for God from every tribe and 
language and people and 
nation.  And you have caused them 
to become a kingdom of priests for 
our God. And they will reign on the earth.”  Revelation 5:9-10 

Ø If you have time, you can refer to Luke 4 where Jesus picked up the scroll – 
Greek Biblion, “title deed to rule.” In Luke, He set it down before he read the 
Isaiah passage on the day of the vengeance of our God because He was 
initiating the beginning of a new era. His disciples obeyed Him in taking His 
message to the ends of the earth. Now, in Revelation He picks up the “title deed 
to rule” and pronounces judgment as seen in Revelation. 

Ø Remember:  God’s Purpose Covers All Eternity. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

 

Purpose of Slide:  First is Purpose, now the 
second is Vision. To re-emphasize, visually 
inspire, and illustrate the breadth and depth 
of God’s vision to fill the earth.   

Main Thing:  God wants us to be “vision 
driven” by His vision – “… for the earth will 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”   

Trainer’s Notes: 

Ø God’s vision is “Kingdom oriented.”  He wants each person to have the 
opportunity to experience a personal knowledge of Him.  
 

Ø Emphasize:  God’s vision covers the 
whole earth.    

Ø “For the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea.”  
Habakkuk 2:14 

Ø Knowledge in the Hebrew has the 
connotation of experience – “… taste 
and see that the Lord is good.”   

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

Purpose of Slide: Purpose, Vision – and 
now #3 Strategy.  Once again, bring forth 
God’s end goal. 

Main Thing:  Strategy comes from God.  
God’s strategy is uniquely designed for each 
people group. 

Trainer’s Notes: 

Ø Emphasize: God has a unique solution strategy for each people group. This is 
seen in Matthew 24:14 and Matthew 28:19. 

Ø God’s strategy focuses on each people group.  These are the five mega-spheres: 
1. Tribal – Animist / Spirit Worship 
2. Hindu 
3. Un-Religious – Secular Humanist / Materialist / Atheist / Communist / 

Socialist 
4. Muslim 
5. Buddhist 

Ø “And this gospel of the kingdom 
will be preached in the whole world 
as a testimony to all nations, and 
then the end will come.”  Matthew 
24:14 
§ “Nations” is ethne in the Greek – 

so, God’s basic goal is that every 
people group (nation) will have a 
kingdom testimony, then the end will come. 

Ø “Therefore, go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit …”  Matthew 
28:19  
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

 

Purpose of Slide: Define our strategy 
through the 4 areas of Acts 1:8  

Trainer’s Notes: 
Ø Jerusalem – People of the same 

culture. 
Ø Judea – People of a distant but similar 

culture. 
Ø Samaria – People of a different but 

somewhat similar culture. 
Ø Ends of the Earth – People of a substantially different culture. 
____________________________________________________________________ 
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TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

 

Purpose of Slide: Purpose, Vision, Strategy 
– #4 is Method.  

Main Thing:  God’s method uses people – 
us.  We are responsible to both evangelize 
and multiply disciples.  Strategy and method 
go beyond the present generation.  

Trainer’s Notes: 
Ø God’s method is discipling. Church growth or church planting automatically 

comes as the result of discipling.    
Ø Emphasize: God focuses on each person. He wants everyone to know him and 

become His disciple. 
Ø “And the things you have heard me 

say in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to reliable people 
who will also be qualified to teach 
others.” 2 Tim 2:2 
• In 2 Tim 2:2, we see four 

generations of disciples.   
• Every believer is called not only to 

witness, but also to disciple others.   
• Note: 2 Tim 2:2 illustrates the important concept of multiplication.   

Ø It’s not only about discipling.  It’s about teaching those disciples others. A disciple 
makes disciples 
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TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

 
Purpose of Slide:  We wish to provide clear 
definitions to prevent any confusion or 
misinterpretation. 

Main Thing: Definitions are bridges to 
function.  Let’s define a few key terms that 
you will hear frequently during this 
conference. 

Trainer’s Notes: 
Church: 

Ø A group of believers committed to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior in a regular 
and ongoing gathering for the purpose of worship (including sacraments), 
fellowship, discipleship, and evangelism/missions outreach.   

Ø Matthew 18:19-20 – Jesus said: “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on 
earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by My 
Father in heaven.  For where two or three gather in My name, there am I 
with them.” 

Ø A church is further identified by the observance of the following characteristics:   
• Applying the Acts 1:8 model. 
• Conducting holistic ministry. 
• Practicing of the primary New Testament sacraments. 
• Equipping believers through the five-fold ministry.  

Ø Ephesians 4:11-13 – “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in 
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 

Ø Notice:  it is NOT a building, programs, or a denomination – the church is a body 
of believers.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

 

Purpose of Slide: We wish to provide clear 
definitions to prevent any confusion or 
misinterpretation.  

Main Thing: Definitions are bridges to 
function.  Let’s define key terms that you will 
hear frequently during this conference. 

Trainer’s Notes: 

Ø Church Planting:  What image do you have when you hear this term? 
• To initiate a self-sustaining, multiplying movement of churches that plant new 

churches. 
• The vision is that each church would become self-supporting, self-governing, 

and self-propagating, then resolve to plant new churches to the fourth 
generation. 

• These churches can meet in a building, storefront, private home, a business, 
or “under a tree”. 

Ø What do you think of when you here the term “Church Plant”? 
• A large group (100+) of people (perhaps some divided from the mother 

church), an associate pastor, a strip mall suite, and funding for a year or so 
from the mother church.  

Ø What is a church plant overseas? 
• Young disciples with 1-4 families, meeting wherever they can, generating 

resources to support themselves. In Western thought, this sounds like a small 
group! 

Additional Related Terms: 

Ø Church Planting Movement (CPM):  Continuous, even exponential, movement 
of churches planting self-governing, self-propagating, and self-supporting 
churches (and self-sustaining) within their region and beyond. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

 

Purpose of Slide:  We wish to provide clear 
definitions to prevent any confusion or 
misinterpretation.   

Main Thing:  Definitions are bridges to 
function.  Let’s define key terms that you will 
hear frequently during this conference. 

Trainer’s Notes:   

Ø Mission: 

• God's redemptive work in building or extending His Kingdom in Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and into the Rest of the World. 

Ø Missions: 

• The cross-cultural application of the mission of God – NOT a mono-cultural 
application. 

Ø Missionary: 

• Minister of the Gospel who works cross-culturally – one who enters a different 
culture to do missions. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

 

Purpose of Slide:  We wish to provide clear 
definitions to prevent any confusion or 
misinterpretation. 

Main Thing:  Definitions are bridges to 
function.  Let’s define key terms that you will 
hear frequently during this conference. 

Trainer’s Notes:  
Ø People Group: 

• A group of individuals who share a common history, heritage, ethnic, linguistic, 
and cultural traits. 

Ø Ethne:  
• A group of people who may vary in size or geographic location but are the 

same ethnically, socially, culturally, and linguistically. 
Ø Nations (Ethne):  

• People groups which emerged from God’s action in Gen 11:6-9 – ”So 
the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped 
building the city.  That is why it was called Babel — because there 
the Lord confused the language of the whole world.”  

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

 

Purpose of Slide:  We wish to provide clear 
definitions to prevent any confusion or 
misinterpretation. 

Main Thing:  Definitions are bridges to 
function.  Let’s define key terms that you will 
hear frequently during this conference. 

Trainer’s Notes:  
Ø Unreached People Group (UPG): 

• A people group without the ability to evangelize its own people without outside 
assistance. 

• No access to hear about Jesus 

• Many have NO CHURCH, NO PASTOR, NO MISSIONARY, NO BIBLE. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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TRAINER’S NOTES – INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC MISSIONS 
FOUNDATIONS – MODULE 1 

 
Purpose of Slide:  Briefly review the four 
main points of this session. 

Trainer’s Notes: (Have the participants 
answer these questions out loud.) 

Ø What is God’s purpose? 
Ø What is God’s vision? 
Ø What is God’s strategy? 
Ø What is God’s method? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Purpose of Slide:  Introduce the Strategic 
Exercise for Module 1.       
Main Thing:  Evaluate how your life aligns 
with God’s purpose, vision, strategy and 
method. 

Trainer’s Notes: (Allow participants 15-20 
minutes to answer the following questions in 
their student outline) 

1. When you think about your purpose, does it currently include a desire to see 
worshippers from every tribe, language, people, and nation?  If your answer is 
no, take a moment to ask God to increase your desire. 

2. Close your eyes. Imagine God’s glory covering the entire earth as waters cover 
the sea… Write a few sentences to describe what you saw. 

3. God’s strategy to fill the entire earth with His glory involves targeting all people 
groups. Is there an unreached people group in your region God could use you to 
impact. Who are they? 

4. God’s method involves MULTIPLYING disciples. Who are you currently 
discipling? Are you preparing those you are discipling to disciple others? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 


